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All Things New 
 
Ask anyone what they do in their spare time and you get all kinds of interesting answers.  Some enjoy angling or bird 
watching or train spotting.  Others love to paint or indulge in photography or ride trains.  I‘ve never wanted to do any of 
these.  My ideal pastime would be to sit in front of a large log fire reading a good novel whilst consuming bacon 
sandwiches!  Although I seldom get to do these three things, I do find time to make candles.  
 
Wax is a wonderful commodity.  It has different qualities when fluid from those it has when solid.  These mean that it is 
fairly easy to handle, with predictable results.  However, the candles I make all come from the bags of old candles and 
wax (shavings, lumps and strings of solid wax) that people give me.  I melt these down and separate the wax from the 
wick and the debris that often comes with the wax.  The debris is disposed of; the wick is washed and used again, along 
with the wax, to make new candles.  All the ones I produce are made from recycled products. 
 

Recycling is all the rage.  We are - quite rightly - being encouraged to separate out those things which can 
be used again from those which cannot.  Hopefully, over time, we will find that almost all of what we 
produce can be rescued, thus making the most of the gifts that God has given to us. 
 

But recycling isn‘t a new idea.  I would go as far as to suggest that it was God‘s idea because I have been 
recycled!  God took me, cleansed me - separating out the debris from that which was useable - made me 

new and set me to work.  ‗For if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation, the old has passed away the new has come‘ 
(2 Corinthians 5:17).  And, like a candle, I burn for God and live my life so that the light of God might be seen and known 
by others.  Like old wax, I want to be useful - useful to the one who has set me free and given purpose and direction to 
my life. 
 
I could, at this point, begin to tell you my testimony but I‘ll save that for another day.  Let me simply say that all Christian 
disciples have been recycled and our desire should be that we are the best that we can be for God.  Some of us have 
forgotten where we have come from or have lost that first love that we had for God in Christ.  So, as the New Year dawns, 
please reflect on your past relationship with God and allow the memories of all that God has done for you to refresh and 
encourage you as you seek to live for Him throughout the year ahead. 
 
You have been recycled -– but what kind of disciple have you become?  A sheep or a goat?  Look again at Matthew 
25:31f. and decide what kind of disciple do you want to be? 
 
Happy New Year! 

Graham 
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World Church News  

 
We have recently heard that our mission partner, 
Barbara Dickinson, will be returning from Kenya 
next year. She will be available to visit churches in 
our District in June and July 2009. If you are 
interested in arranging for Barbara to visit your 
church, please contact Jan Deakin at Methodist 
Church House on 020 7467 5109, email: 
deakinj@methodistchurch.org.uk  
 
We were delighted that David and Rhona 
Burfield, mission partners in Sabah, joined us at 
the Link Up event in Diss in June. They have sent 
this update on life in Sabah since their return. 
 
‗We arrived back safely at the end of August for 
another 3 year contract but with a difference. 
Whereas Rhona is still working with the women 
and children at the City Bible College (STS) David 
is wearing two hats. (Or it seems like a lot more!!!)  
Monday to Thursday David is with the rural Bible 
College (MTS) about a 3 hour drive from Kota 
Kinabalu. Friday and the weekend David is back in 
town to teach part-time at STS and also head their 
publications. Rhona is very active in the ministry 
teaching, training and encouraging the women and 
developing the business project based on creative 
beadwork. (This helps to supplement the income of 
the rural pastors families and helps to put food on 
the table).  Rhona is also active in her pre-school 
and tuition classes.‘  

 
We are asked to:- 

 Pray for 5 wives who will 
be leaving STS with their 
husbands to serve in the rural 
areas of Sabah and Sarawak.  

 Pray for them as they 
adjust to a new role in pastoral 
ministry.  

 Pray too for their children who will move to 
new schools in January. 

 Pray for more students to enrol to train as 
pastors  and church workers both at STS and 
MTS. 

 Pray for Rhona for a deepening walk with 
God day by day. For wisdom in planning the 
programme for the wives and children for 2009. 

 David as he faces even more new 
challenges.  

 Give thanks for spiritual renewal at the 
rural College.  

 
We continue to explore ways of working with the 
Methodist Church in Latvia. More news on this 
next time. 
 
We are pleased to hear that Ruth Salmon, from 
Norwich, is working as a teacher in Benin on the 
Experience Exchange programme. In her first 
newsletter from Benin, Ruth says the following: 
 

‗While I have enjoyed my first month here trying 
new things and meeting new people, there have 
been some difficulties too. My students find my 
English accent difficult to understand and I don't 
always have the ability to communicate with them 
in French, which sometimes makes discipline a 
problem. I have found socialising difficult because 
all the young people at the church speak Gun 
when they get together. I would really 
appreciate any prayer for these and that I would 
pick up Gun quickly and make friends. This said it 
has been amazing to see how God has answered 
my calls for help, placing people around me with 
whom I can share problems and ask for advice. 
Each time I've thought that something was too 
difficult God has given me the courage and faith to 
step out and do my best.‘  
 
And finally the President of Conference, 
Reverend Stephen Poxon, will be in the East 
Anglia District on 6th, 7th and 8th March 2009. 
Watch out for information about his programme in 
the District.  
 
Thank you for your continued support for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ across the world. 
 
Sarah Friswell 
 

 
 

 

Network diary dates 
 
February 6th – Executive Meeting at Diss 10 am. It 
is important that your Circuit is represented. 
March 11th – District Day at Gaywood, King‘s 
Lynn. 
March 12th – District Day at Thetford. 
The speaker for both days will be the Connexional 
President – Mrs. Judith Simms. Please come in 
your coach loads! 
28th March – One-Day Conference at March, 
Cambridgeshire. Leader – Revd. Hilary Cheng 
―Facets of a Diamond.‖ 
4th April – One Day Conference at Ditchingham.  
Leader - Revd Pauline Greasley. ―This is my 
Story.‖ 
19th/23rd May – Joint European Seminar of 
WFMUCW Erskine Bridge Hotel, Glasgow. 

 
Methodists for World Mission Annual 
Conference 2009 
5-7 June 2009 at Swanwick, Derbyshire 
‗Side to Side and Face to Face‘ 
Dialogue with Muslims in Britain 
Contact Meg Bailey on 0161 432 3854 or 
email meg@baileymm.fsnet.co.uk for a 
booking form. 

 

mailto:deakinj@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:meg@baileymm.fsnet.co.uk
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Out with the old …. 
 
Mr Grahame Lindsay retired as Synod 
Secretary at the end of August 2008. The 
following is his report to Synod about his 
attendance at the Methodist Conference. 
 
People came from near and far 
To gather in the Scarb‘rough Spa. 
―And are we yet alive‖ the people sang, 
And in the hall the rafters rang. 
 
Led by Graham, our District Chair, 
Mary, Ian and Hannah were there, 
Hev and Bev and I went too,  
There‘s one missing. That‘s Aunty Sue. 
 
First two days for leaders‘ inductions, 
Welcomes, service and ordinations 
Then Monday prompt at nine fifteen, 
Cogs engage the conference machine. 
 
Overseas Friends helped us to pray 
At start of business every day, 
We set the Gambia District free 
To govern with autonomy. 
 
We spoke of dis-ability 
And human sexuality, 
Debated embryology 
Considered our society. 
 
Of strategies, youth and training too, 
What we should and shouldn‘t do. 
Speeches made on matters Mission, 
The J.I.C. on ecumenism. 
 
NCH has changed its name, 
Action for Children, it‘s not the same, 
And MHA is sixty-five, 
Working and very much alive. 
 
There were stalls to visit in each break, 
With tea or coffee to partake, 
And sometimes as a special treat 
Delicious cakes were given to eat. 
 
My time is short to tell you all 
That happened in the conference hall. 
But if the rest you‘d like to know, 
To the Church‘s website you must go. 
 
To east and west, to south and north, 
By train, car, plane I‘ve sallied forth. 
But when a voice comes from on high 
I know the end is drawing nigh. 
 
Gray, don‘t you think you‘ve done 
enough 
Reading of that Conference stuff? 
You‘re much too old, your time is done, 
And I agree at seventy-one. 
 

And in with the new! 

 
I am your new Synod Secretary, 
taking over from someone as efficient 
as Grahame is daunting but I am 
looking forward to being amongst you 
all in this capacity. A little about 
myself  , Philip and I have been 
married for 44 years and have a 
daughter Sally, a son Tim, and three 
grandchildren Luke 17 , Amber 7 and 
as I write this Becky is just 7 weeks 

old , and seven is not even my lucky number !!! We live in Sudbury 
on the banks of the river Stour, the border between Suffolk and 
Essex so literally on the edge of our District but fortunately I enjoy 
driving so I can visit most of you within two hours. I am now retired 
having run a building business with Philip and Tim for 25 years. 
Having been a Church and a Circuit Steward, and having been on 
District Committees in past years I have experienced many of the 
joys and problems that you encounter.  I am a good listener and for 
the next few years I look forward to listening and sharing in all your 
highs and lows, so please do share with me all that we do as a 
District.  
 

 

Pastoral Workers:  

 
Two new Pastoral Workers 
were commissioned in the 
East Norfolk Circuit at services 
held over one weekend. 
Barbara Ogle will be working 
in the Acle section covering 
Freethorpe, Lingwood, 
Halvergate and Acle. She was 
commissioned at a special 
service led by Rev Heather 

Sorrell. Rev Chris Shreeve (Superintendent Minister) preached the 
sermon.  
Shaun Cushion will be working at the Sutton Church. He was 
commissioned during a First Sunday Special service held at 
Sutton, led by Rev Chris Shreeve. Both new workers were 
welcomed to their roles by Jane Mackay, Senior Circuit Steward. 
 
(Above - Heather Sorrell, Chris Shreeve and Barbara Ogle at the 
Commissioning Service held at Acle Methodist Church) 
 
(Below – Hunstanton Circuit – Stem the Tide of climate change 
event – see report on page 4) 
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Broads Spirituality: 
 

John Bell makes the distinction between theology – when we think about, talk about and read 
about God, and spirituality – when we actually engage with God.  Part of the Celtic Christian 
tradition is that God speaks to us through two books; the big book of creation and the small 
book – The Bible. 
 
The invitation is to you to engage afresh with God using the wonderful resources of the 
created world and that part of the ‗Big Book‘ that we have on our doorstep, and in particular to 
visit (or revisit) the Broads with fresh eyes and new expectation. 
 
As well as developing resources to help people to make this exploration on their own, there 
will also be a series of guided walks during 2009 to help in the discovery of a whole range of 

treasures in the Broads area. 
 
With the title of „Catch the Spirit‟ planned walks for 2009 are: 
 
February 24 -Tuesday  Wheatfen Nature Reserve  10.00 – 2.00   £5.00 
March 18

   
- Wednesday  Around Thurne    10.00 – 4.00   £10.00 

April 22 - Wednesday  Berney Arms to Reedham  10.36 train from Norwich  £5.00 
Walk will start at 11.15 from Berney Arms station. Return on either 14.26  
or 16.03 from Reedham arriving back in Norwich about 25 minutes later. 

May 12 - Tuesday  Upton Fen    10.00 – 2.00   £5.00 
May 27 - Wednesday Trinity Broads    10.00 – 12.00    FREE 

Boardwalk only for those with limited mobility and wheelchair users. 
June 9 – Tuesday Around Horsey    10.00 – 4.00   £10.00 
June 29 – Monday Around Thurne    10.00 - 4.00   £10.00 
July 9 – Thursday Ranworth    10.00 – 12.00    FREE 
 Boardwalk only for those with limited mobility and wheelchair users. 
July 23 – Thursday Wheatfen    10.00 – 2.00   £5.00 
August 12 – Wednesday Upton Fen    10.00 – 2.00   £5.00 
August 27 – Thursday Around Horsey    10.00 – 4.00   £10.00 
September 14 – Monday Berney Arms to Reedham  see April 22   £5.00 
September 24 – Thursday  TBA 
October 14 – Wednesday Wheatfen    10.00 – 2.00   £5.00 
 
More details of all of these can be found in the Broadcaster and on the Broads Authority website  
www.broads-authority.gov.uk   Fun in the Broads  
 
Or directly from Briant Smith – Broads Chaplain - briant@broadsspirituality.org .uk or 01953 602194 or 07773175693 
 
 

Stem the Tide of climate change 
 
This weekend of activities at Hunstanton, to raise awareness of Climate Change, was most successful.  
We set out to show that Christians are concerned about these issues and are trying to do something about them, rather 
than just sitting back complacently, waiting for God to sort out our mistakes.  We also wanted to bring people together, 
older and younger, from different churches and from none, to think and talk about climate change and the steps we can 
all take to minimise its effects.  
We were very pleased to welcome classes from both Redgate and Smithdon schools, along with some Smithdon 6th 
formers.  They were all very interested in the exhibition, which featured Christian Aid‘s excellent ―Climate SOS‖ materials 
and a very popular inter-active display on ―Recycling‖ from the County Council, as well as a wormery lent by Redgate 
School and posters and photos produced ―in-house‖.  There was a Traidcraft stall and the jewellery made from recycled 
ring-pulls and the recycled magazine pots fascinated many. On the same theme, the Fair Trade biscuits were served on 
disposable plates made from leaves, composted after use!   
The exhibition was officially opened by the Mayor of Hunstanton, Cllr Richard Bird, who, accompanied by the Mayoress, 
also attended the evening of talks by local speakers, including our own Chaplain to the Broads, the Rev. Briant Smith.  
This attracted a sizeable audience, drawing in many who have no affiliation to any church, and led to much discussion, on 
the evening itself and afterwards.  
There were two showings of the feature film ―An Inconvenient Truth‖ on the Saturday, which brought in more people from 
outside the church and led to more deliberation and conversation. 
The weekend culminated in our Harvest Thanksgiving, with worship led by Rev. Kim Nally, when the Mayor and Mayoress 
joined us again.  



 5 

The Lo-o-o-ng Good Friday? 
 
Fact: Methodism as it has been known for the last 25 
years or more is dying.  Much of what is being done in 
our churches is directed at propping up methods that 
no longer contribute to building up the body of Christ.  
Like a patient who doesn‘t want to hear bad news 
from a doctor, there is a tendency simply to keep busy 
and hope the bad news will go away.  Another word 
for this is: denial.  Too often, churches wait until there 
is hardly an able-bodied member left before they 
decide that something must be done, that something 
new must be tried.  Even then, all too often we 
engage in frantic activity that is far from productivity, 
and our efforts are fruitless.  Remember the psalmist‘s 
words: ―Unless the Lord builds the house, those who 
build it labour in vain.‖  (127:1) 
 

Where, oh where, I ask myself have the charismas 
and methods of early Methodism gone?  One of the 
mainstays of early Wesleyan Methodism was its 
insistence that no one was beyond God‘s concern.  
John Wesley was convinced that God‘s purpose for 
his people was holiness of life.  His societies existed 
to spread ‗scriptural holiness‘ to all people—not just 
those within the Methodist movement.  And yet, this 
passion to share God‘s grace with those outside our 
walls is today noticeable by its absence.  Do we no 
longer believe that God actually cares about the daily 
lives of each and every person?  Why aren‘t our 
churches full to bursting?—it‘s not as though there 
isn‘t a spiritual hunger amongst people. 
 

But let‘s be clear: If our only purpose of encouraging 
others to join our dwindling membership is to fill our 
pews like they used to be in the 50s and 60s or to 
make Methodists out of them, then we have missed 
the point.  We need to ask ourselves questions such 
as: Are our churches gateways to God?  If 
newcomers to Christianity came to our services—
especially in these insecure economic times—would 
they feel that there is good news?  Would they see 
Christ‘s image in our lives and the way we behave 
towards one another?  As Christians, do we give 
ourselves permission to treat our fellow Christians in a 
non-Christ-like fashion?  We need to ask ourselves 
these and more questions.  We need to pray about 
and ponder them—and then be prepared to act. 
 
What if Christ had instructed his followers not to 
remove his body from the cross, not to bury him—for 
fear that his heavenly Father would not bring about 
the resurrection?  Jesus would have been hanging on 
the cross until his body disintegrated.  If that had been 
the case, then from that day to this we would have 
had one very loooonng Good Friday.  In fact, there 
would have been nothing good about that Friday, 
because it would not have led to the Resurrection.  So 
what are we hanging around for?  What are we afraid 
of?  If many of the current methods of Methodism 
aren‘t effectively sharing the good news of God‘s life-
enhancing grace, then it‘s time we buried them and 
truly became people of the resurrection. 
 
Jack Lawson, District Development Enabler 
01953 601964 or jacknlawson@btopenworld.com 

A Christian Dilemma (a letter to the editor) 
  
A recent Circuit meeting, which I attended, brought up 
an impassioned plea from one of the representatives 
of the 17 churches that now make up the re-formed 
Fens Circuit, for the ‗strong‘ churches in the Circuit to 
support the ‗weak‘. 
There is nothing new about this philosophy of course. 
In fact one could argue it is one of the basic tenets of 
Christian principles. 
However, what bothers me about this, in present 
circumstances, is that if taken to its logical conclusion, 
‗taking from the so called rich to feed the poor‘ often 
results in the rich being brought to their knees as well! 
I‘m not an advocate of the ‗Survival of the Fittest‘ 
school but I well remember back to my own, not 
always highly successful business career, being made 
redundant on two occasions because drastic action to 
curtail parts of the businesses that were 
haemorrhaging money and resources was not taken 
soon enough. Consequently the entire business failed. 
No doubt this analogy will bring forth cries of ‗but 
churches are not businesses – it‘s different for us‘.  
That may be so but at Trinity March we have to raise 
almost £1000 a week just to keep our heads above 
water of which our assessments use well over half.   
Whether we like it or not, as well as doing lots of other 
worthy things we‘re running a business with a turnover 
of £50,000 p.a. 
We, like lots of other churches in the District, have an 
ageing and declining congregation with no junior 
church or young families whatsoever. Are we to 
continue to make increasing financial demands on 
that dwindling band? 
Costs are rising inexorably and to me there is a 
serious danger that expecting more and more from 
people who already give generously of time as well as 
money may well alienate some. 
There is no doubt in my mind that there is a factor 
called ‗Charity Fatigue‘ and if we are seen more and 
more to be places where worshippers are being 
increasingly pressured to give to this that or the other 
inevitably we send out the wrong message and lose 
support. 
Am I a voice in the wilderness on this? 
Reg Kemp – Steward - Trinity/URC - March 
 
 
Church heating & lighting costs 
  
All Church Treasurers will have received details from 
David Griffiths in September last outlining how he is 
able to achieve savings - usually significant - on these 
ever escalating bills. 
The response to date has been encouraging and 
churches throughout the District are seeing lower 
energy bills. Transfer processes are simple & 
seamless. 
David is a member at Woodbridge and a lifelong 
Methodist and is ready to provide a free analysis and 
comparison service - all he needs is a sight of the 
most recent invoices. 
 His contact details are phone / fax 01473 890127 or 

e-mail  david.griffiths@uwclub.net " 

mailto:jacknlawson@btopenworld.com
mailto:david.griffiths@uwclub.net
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What‟s On Events:  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Reepham Methodist Church is planning 
to celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight on 
Saturday 28th February, 2009.  Come 
along and join in as we Fight against 
Poverty.  Our Traidcraft stall will be 

open offering a wide & delightful range of fairly traded 
goods including cards, gifts, fashion items, 
accessories, jewellery, bags, homeware, toys, 
stationery – and of course FOOD.  Contact Cecile 
Reeve for times & further details.   
Tel: 01362 688043 or e-mail: 
cecile@reeve362.freeserve.co.uk.  We look forward  
to seeing you. 

Visit of the President and Vice -
President of Conference: 
 

 

'Focus on the world church' 
 
The Rev. Stephen Poxon, President of Conference, 
will be the speaker at a lunch at Beccles Methodist 
and United Reformed Church, Hungate, Beccles on 
Saturday 7th March 2009 at 12 noon for 12.30pm 
Menu includes dishes from Latin America and Africa 
 
Tickets £5 
Bookings to be made in advance through Kath Jolley: 
Email - kathandkenjolley@talktalk.net or phone - 
01986 892602. 
 

There will also be a World Church event 
on the evening of Friday 6th March. 
Details will be circulated. 
 

Dates for the Diary 
 
27th February to 1st March - District Local Preachers‘ 
Weekend at Ditchingham 
6th to 9th March - Visit of the President & Vice-
President of Conference 
1st April - Ministerial Synod at Dereham  
25th April - Representative Synod at Cromer 
20th May - Ordinands‘ Testimony Service at Diss - 
7.30p.m. 
 

 
Annual Development Review (ADR) 
 
There is to be a new appraisal system for all 
presbyters and deacons in the active work.  The 
current system - Accompanied Self-Appraisal (ASA) 
will come to an end next August to be replaced by an 
Annual Development Review (ADR).  The changing 
system will require a great deal of training to be 
undertaken by our ministers, as well as those who will 
be conducting the reviews.  You will be hearing more 
about this at Circuit Meetings, as each Circuit is 
required to appoint Reviewers for the process.  
However, it might be helpful to note the dates set 
aside for the training if you think you are likely to be 
involved.  The dates and venues are: 

14th March Bramford Road, Ipswich 
28th March Chesterton, Cambridge  
4th April  Wroxham Road, Norwich  
 

East Anglia District of the Methodist Church 
 

Invite you to come and celebrate ministry during 
 

Ordinands‟ Testimony Services 
 

at 
 

Diss Methodist Church  

 

on Wednesday, 30th May 2009 – 7.30 p.m. 
 

Preacher – Revd. Mark Wakelin 
Ordinands – Betty Trinder and Sharon Willimott 

 

Everyone expected! Everyone welcome! 

 

Community Projects - Development & Funding. 
  
A one day introductory seminar for people seeking 
to develop and fund community outreach and 
mission projects. The seminar is being run in 
association with Norwich Diocese and will cover a 
range of issues including undertaking local 
consultation exercises and assessing project 
viability and impact. We will also be looking at how 
to compile a basic business/development plan and 
how to maximise your chances of securing both 
internal funding and external funding.  
   
Date: Thursday 19th February 2009   
Time: 10:00 am - 3:00:pm  
Cost: £6.50 including buffet lunch  
Location: 
Diocesan House, 
109 Dereham Road , EASTON , 
NORWICH NR9 5ES 
 
Please note numbers are limited and early 
booking is advisable - Contact: Jack Lawson 
jacknlawson@btopenworld.com 07749 707967 or 
Lorna Allies l.allies@btinternet.com 07706 482284 
 

 

 

 

mailto:cecile@reeve362.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:jacknlawson@btopenworld.com
mailto:l.allies@btinternet.com
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Keeping in touch 
 
As a result of running a campaign in 2006/7 to 
encourage people to use their local Post Office, we 
began to think of ways in which the church might offer 
practical help to those who are isolated in rural areas. 
 

It seemed that the most important thing, especially for 
older rural residents, was the ability to keep in touch 
and, if necessary, to be able to access services if local 
services disappeared.  From this came the idea of 
helping those who had no experience with computers 
to use them for practical purposes.      
 

The idea grew and was taken up by volunteers in 
Ludham.  Ludham village is very vibrant and has 
services available, but it made an ideal setting for our 
pilot scheme of one-to-one computer training for those 
without experience. 
 

The Church Hall was both central and available for 
sessions and, more importantly, had a good space to 
build a secure cupboard for our equipment.  We 
raised funds from Awards for All to purchase three 
web ready computers using wireless broadband, a 
phone land line, webcams for the computers, printers, 
computer stations which could be wheeled away when 
not in use and appropriate software. 
 

Volunteers came forward initially from St. Catherine‘s 
Church and the Methodist Church in the village, and 
the Vicar - Neville and the Methodist Superintendent -  
Chris, were both encouraging and willing to support 
the idea. 
 

A small group, led ably by Ros Cordiner, worked 
together to raise funding, organise, and plan the 
equipment purchase and building work. In October the 
project was launched and the first sessions began.   
 

The sessions also have a social aspect as 
refreshments are served and people meet and talk 
whilst they wait for their training. There are now 11 
volunteer teachers from within the community and lots 
of customers for our free service. Two additional 
laptops have been purchased to meet demand, one 
that is timetabled and one left free as a drop-in facility 
for those coming in on spec.  
 

I went along to a session to meet people and find out 
how it was going and was surprised to find the hall 
crowded with happy trainers and learners.  There was 
a real buzz about the session.  People were looking at 
Google earth, viewing the BBC website, Utube and 
Wikipedia.  They were learning that they could use 
Listen Again for radio stations.  A particular interest is 
photographs via email from families.   
 

Beryl told me her son is in the RAF and she had been 
sent an email with his photo.  She had learned to save 
it in her folder, enlarge and print it off. ‗My son is going 
to Iraq so it is important to learn how to email him‘ she 
said.   I talked to Maria Hedge who is a total computer 
novice. She said: ‗A lot of people think, as you are 
getting older, that it won‘t sink in, but here they have 
such a non threatening environment.  I am not under 
pressure to learn and people have given their time to 

help me. I have an email address now and this project 
opens up a world I did not know existed.‘ 
 

Several of the ‗students‘ talked about how it will help 
them as a starting point from which to go out and buy 
their own computer at home. ‗It puts you in touch with 
the whole planet‘ said one enthusiastic student.   
Another student, Daphne said:  ‗It‘s so good having 
one to one and going at your own pace‘.  Laurie told 
me that he had a computer at home, but only used it 
for FreeCell.  ‗People in the village talk about things 
they have been able to buy on the net for an excellent 
price and that really interests me.  I got a car 
insurance demand and I‘ve been able to get quotes 
from other suppliers for a cheaper price.‘   
 

Dick, a volunteer, said he was there because he feels 
older people are at a disadvantage not being able to 
do things like pay bills on their computer.  ‗There is no 
rush here; people can go at the speed they like as 
they have one to one assistance. I wouldn‘t be able to 
help people on a proper course because everyone is 
at a different level, but it is possible for me to teach 
one to one.‘  Dick is not a church goer or church 
member, but is very happy to be a part of this Church 
initiative.  He feels the Church ought to say more 
about what it does to help, such as schemes like this.  
Another volunteer, Alice, said  ‗It is good to be able to 
pass on what you know to people who think that they 
could not do it and find it easier than they expected.‘ 
 

 
 

There is a feeling of community fellowship, learning, 
chatting and being together, which is so valuable in 
rural villages.  
 

As with all successful projects, there is a lot going on 
behind the scenes. There are a lot of logistics to 
organise the sessions and match volunteer trainers 
with students.  Emails fly about beforehand to ensure 
everything is in place, but it is working well.  There is a 
key to this success and that is Ros, who has 
masterminded so much of this project and is hoping to 
sustain it and let it grow. Also key are the volunteers. 
They hope to extend the project to include young 
people in other sessions. 
                                                                                 
We would be very happy to help any group who is 
considering such a project with information about how 
we approached the project and what work was 
needed to get it off the ground.   
 
Lorna Allies, Rural Adviser, Methodist District of 
East Anglia and Norwich Diocese.  
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Bramford Road Methodist Church (BRMC) Ipswich  
Visited by members of the United Methodist Church (UMC) Norway 

 
Since 2004 BRMC has been recognised as an ―Eco Congregation‖ church, practicing the 
conservation & environmental programme endorsed by national churches and church 
leaders at St Paul‘s Cathedral on 19th September 2000. BRMC have recently entertained a 
group of seven fellow Christians from the UMC in Norway, who are hoping to adopt a similar 
ecological & environmental programme. Their interest was aroused after discovering that 
BRMC now hold two Eco Congregation awards since 2004.  
During the visit they participated in a number of different activities 
including a visit to Tools with a Mission (TWAM), the Fair Trade shop 
and the Hallow Tree Scout campsite at Ipswich. On the last evening of 
the visit we had a very enjoyable evening sharing in fellowship with a 
Norwegian flavour including folk songs, food from Norway and a slide 
show covering their churches & home towns in Norway.                                  
 

 

Members of UMC Norway & BRMC IP green team. Members of UMC Norway Visit to TWAM, standing  
In front of the vehicle being loaded with refurbished 

tools and equipment headed for Africa. 

 

 

Launch of the Eastern Region Training Partnership 
 

The Lady Chapel in Ely Cathedral hosted the launch of the Eastern Region Training Partnership and signing of a 
Covenant by Church leaders on September 18th. Around 70 people from across the region gathered together, 
representing different denominations, theological training institutions and interest groups. The President of Conference, 
Stephen Poxon, was able to join us, which was a great encouragement.  It has taken well over three years of painstaking 
and careful negotiation to get the various partners to the point where they are prepared to commit themselves to a new 
level of cooperation and collaboration in their common goal which is ‗A visible partnership of its member churches and 
institutions, committed to a holistic vision of Christian education and to the promotion of discipleship and formation for 
individuals and communities across the region‘.   
 
Those signing included our chairman, Graham Thompson, who for the last year has chaired the Enabling Group with 
grace and humour, and has worked closely with the 3 facilitators, David Herrick from the Ministry Course in Bury St 
Edmunds, Jack Lawson, now the Development Enabler for the Methodist East Anglia District, and Esther Shreeve, from 
the Cambridge Theological Federation. Methodist signatories in addition to Graham included Anne Brown, Chair of the 
Bedfordshire, Essex and Hertfordshire District, Tim Wooley, representing the Northamptonshire District, and Philip 
Luscombe, signing both for Wesley House and the Cambridge Theological Federation. Other signatories represented the 
Anglican Dioceses across the region; Ridley Hall, Westcott House and Westminster College in Cambridge; the Eastern 
Synod of the United Reformed Church and the Eastern Baptist Association. 
 
It was a great occasion, beginning with a service to mark the signing of the Covenant, then moving on to lunch, followed 
by a lecture given by Prof David Thompson on ‗Bringing the World Church to life in the local congregation‘. He may have 
been given the graveyard slot, but the lecture was stimulating and inspired some good discussion afterwards.  
 
Now we are interested to see how the Training Partnership grows and develops. We pray that we will be able to build on 
the goodwill that manifested itself at the Launch. 
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Above: photos from the launch of the ERTP 

 
 
First Year as Chaplain to Culford 
School 
  
Culford School has a strong Methodist foundation 
and that centrality of faith and Christian values 
affects all we do. It is experienced in overt ways, 
the nine different acts of weekday worship that 
take place in the three schools; the services on 
Sunday; the three Christian Union meetings and, 
of course, the many festival services. The nature of 
our shared journey of faith however, runs deeper 
than that. Teachers discuss with their pupils the 
place of faith in poetry, science, geography and in 
our understanding of history. Our Methodist values 
ensure that we strive for equality of opportunity for 
all pupils and those bodies such as the School 
Council are democratic and representative. We 
also practice what we preach – the doctrines of 
forgiveness, a second chance and new 
opportunities are practiced by all the house-staff. 
  
There is a strong philosophical foundation to what 
we do, Aquinas argued that education of children 
is a Primary Precept, it requires no justification. He 
also saw education as a study of the created order 
in which students live. His belief was that the more 
we study the science of nature and the world of 
literature, the more we discover of God. To be a 
School Chaplain, therefore, is to be part of a 
community that is not stumbling blindly in is 
exploration because, at Culford, we make that 
study with the light on – the light of faith which 
illuminates what we do and guides the paths of 
investigation and experience. 
  
Because of our Methodist Christianity we also look 
outward to the needs of the world with the same 
passion that we use to shape our own school. Not 
only are we planning long term partnerships with 
schools in Malawi but pupils also spend hours 
putting together charity fashion shows, hunger 
lunches, sponsored walks, runs and silences. A 
relationship with God has never been just a matter 
of faith, instead it is a matter of faith and  

 
 
determined care for the needs of others, and 
Culford lives that out term by term. 
  
What is it like to live here as well as work here? 
Last December we came up the drive into the 
Culford estate and wondered if there was another 
school in England with such a beautiful setting? 
Our first few days were spent exploring the estate; 
our first view of the bridge on a cold misty 
December morning is one we still talk about. 
Anyway, three weeks of unpacking later and term 
was about to begin and three terms later I am 
writing a retrospective on my first year – it still 
seems like yesterday that we were walking by the 
lake for the first time. There is no better place than 
Culford to work as priest and pastor, and no more 
beautiful place to live. 
       
    Simon Battersby 
 

  
 

 
 
 
Simon is married to Revd. Holly Crompton, who is 
a former school chaplain and now works as a full 
time artist and sculptor. Their house is full of 
children and Jack Russell’s, three of the former 
and two of the latter, at the last count! 
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Buckenham Memorial Chapel 
Centenary 

 

On September 14th, just one-hundred-years-and-
five-days after it was opened by the then President 
of Conference, Revd. Graham Thompson led the 
worship at Fakenham to celebrate the Chapel 
Centenary.  The Society itself is over a hundred 
years older than that!   
  
In the presence of a full congregation, which 
included the Town Mayor – and good friend of the 
Society – Councillor Jayne Cubitt, the service was 
introduced by the Circuit Superintendent (Revd. 
Jeff Smith). 
 
 

The Brownies performed 
an item and advantage 
was taken of the occasion 
to present the Tawny Owl 
(Katy Martin) with her 
Leadership Warrant and to 
thank her for her 
leadership of the Brownies 
during Brown Owl‘s recent 
extended illness.  Sadly it 
was also time to say 
goodbye to Katy as she is 
off to University.  
 
(Photo left Brown Owl -

Janet Blower - presents Tawny Owl - Katy Martin - 
with her Leadership Warrant) 
 
 In his sermon, Graham used texts from 
Philippians, Acts and Luke to talk about the 
qualities necessary for a Society to thrive over 
such an extended period and encouraged the 
members to continue with them into the future.  At 
the end of the service he was presented with a 
copy of ‗Wesley‘s People‘, a history of the 
Methodist cause in Fakenham, by the author Jim 
Baldwin who is a noted local historian and member 
of the congregation. (see below)  The celebration 
continued with lunch in the hall at the end of which 
Graham cut the ‗100th Birthday Cake‘, produced 
for the occasion by retired baker and member, Ray 
Oglesby.    
 
This service was the culmination of a summer of 
celebrations.  These started in April (the centenary 
of the stone-laying ceremony) with a Brass-Band 
concert, which by kind permission of the Rector, 
was held in the Parish Church because the Chapel 
was not large enough.  Other events included a 
‗Sausage n‘ Mash‘ Supper with barber-shop 
quartet, an Open-day with Strawberry Teas and in 
its Annual Exhibition the Local History Society 
specially featured the history of Methodism in the 
town. 
 

 

New Fakenham Local History Book 
 

A new Fakenham 
local history book 
by local author 
Jim Baldwin has 
been published. 
Entitled Wesley’s 
People it tells the 
story of 

Fakenham‘s 
Methodist 

Chapels from the 
late 18th century 
to the present day 
and is published 
to coincide with 
the centenary of 
the Methodist 

Buckenham 
Memorial Church in the town. 
The book is illustrated with photographs from the 
collection of the author and from Fakenham Local 
History Society and will be available from 
bookshops and other outlets priced £4.00. Copies 
are also available by mail order from the publishers 
+ £1.50 post and packing. ISBN 978 0 948899 08 
9 
 
Some of the proceeds of the book will go to the 
Fakenham Methodist Church. 
 
For further information contact: Jim Baldwin 01328 
864623. 
 
 
 

Pray Without Ceasing 
 

 
Every so often it is good to 
encourage the church‘s 
continuous ministries of prayer 
into a season of focused activity. 
Plans are being made for such a 
season, to run between Saturday 

25th April (the day of our Synod) and Pentecost 
Sunday, 31st May (when ‗Global Day of Prayer‘ will 
draw many thousands of Christians across the 
world in united prayer). 
 
Details of how each Circuit can take a share in this 
season of prayer will be circulated. 
 
In the meantime, how can your church or Circuit 
engage with ‗Pray Without Ceasing‘ this time? Who 
will you speak with to gather a few ideas together? 
 
―Pray, without ceasing, pray‖ (1 Thessalonians 
5:17, and H&P 719) 
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 “Boom and Bust” is a phrase we 

have heard repeated several times recently and 
this is certainly applicable to the farming sector 
after what  was a very trying harvest, with above 
average rainfall, but a very promising yield at the 
outset of harvest, which then had a sour taste with 
the majority of grain which had to be dried and we 
are all aware of the record price of fuel and then 
the price of wheat especially, dropping from 
£150.00 to £84.00.An over supply of malting barley 
will be reflected in next year‘s cropping. 

With the decline in one sector there are benefits in 
another, namely the livestock producers, with a 
reduction in feed prices. This has also been helped 
by the supermarkets recognising that a down turn 
on the continent, of meat production it was 
necessary to raise the price to the producers. With 
so many fluctuations in the market place I wonder 
how forward planning can ever be a consideration, 
although I suspect the banks witl still insist on a 
forward plan if there is a short term borrowing 
requirement.  

 

There is a continuing increase in the number of 
Farmer‘s Markets. Thanks to everyone who has 
supported them, not accessible for everyone I 
know and I appreciate that, but all the food on sale 
is traceable to the producer. I know some of the 
carrots are misshapen but that is now accepted by 
the E.U. 

There are still some difficulties with disease 
control, although this country has adopted a 
vaccination programme nation wide. Some infected 
cattle were imported from France, which 
supposedly had confirmation of vaccination. 
Fortunately they were identified during the isolation 
period. Bovine T.B. in cattle is still on the increase 
in the west of the country. 

Disappointment that the retailers have reduced the 
price of milk by 2p per litre, especially as the 
industry had just reached a break even time in 
production. 

Calls to the Farm Crisis Network have been 
consistent, in Suffolk in October there were 9 
cases and in Norfolk 5.Concerns varied from 
relationships to finance to farm support payments. 
We are still trying to resolve 2005/6 problems. 

 

The public sector is using increasing amounts of 
British food, Farming and Environment Minister 
Jane Kennedy announced on 26 November. 
Ms Kennedy said: 
―If you eat an egg in a hospital, government 
canteen or army barracks in Britain, that egg will 
be British, and the milk in your tea will almost 
certainly be British, which is the result of the 
Government‘s drive to buy more local produce and 
support local businesses.  
―Small and local producers are the lifeblood of our 
food industry, and that‘s why we‘ve made such an 
effort to increase the amount of local, seasonal 
food served by public bodies. 

George Frost.  Agricultural Chaplain.  

 
 

Norfolk Theological Society 
 
Chairman: Professor Brian Thorne 
 
Norfolk Theological Society is an informal 
association of people from East Anglia interested 
in discussing theological and religious matters. 
 
Between 70 and 100 of us meet three times a year 
at St Luke‘s Church Centre in Aylsham Road, 
Norwich, from 7.00 - 9.30 pm, to listen to invited 
speakers and hold a discussion with them. 
 
No subscription fee.  You simply pay £4.00 for 
each meeting, or £5.00 with refreshments [―drinks 
&   nibbles‖ served in the interval]. 
 
Programme For 2009 
 
Monday 9th March - Tina Beattie, Professor of 
Christian Studies, Roehampton University: “The 
New Atheists” 
 

Monday 22nd June - Dr Andrew Chandler, Director 
of the George Bell Institute, Senior Lecturer in the 
School of Cultural Studies, University of 
Chichester: “Dietrich Bonhoeffer Now” 
 

Wednesday 11th November - Revd Richard 
Burridge, Dean of King‘s College, London and 
Professor of Biblical Interpretation: ―New 
Testament Ethics today” 
This lecture will be sponsored by The Montgomery 
Trust.                          
 
If you want to be on our mailing list contact:   Ms J 
Jackson [Hon. Secretary] 
69 Highland Road, Norwich, NR2 3NW - Tel: 
01603 456446 or email norfolktheolsoc@fsmail.net 
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Changes to District Grapevine: 
 
This year the timing of Grapevine will change.  
There is a difficulty with producing an edition in 
January due to printers being closed over the 
Christmas and New Year period.  
Also it will be good to have an edition that 
comes out just after Synod so that some 
information about what happened at Synod can 
be shared. 
Therefore, the next 2 editions will be: 
June 2009 – copy date May 1st and 
October 2009 – copy date September 14th. 
 
Thank you to all who contribute to District 
Grapevine. This is your newsletter, so please 
keep sending in the articles, letters, news and 
events. 

Free to a good home! 
 

The following items are available from the 
District Office if anyone can make use of them: 
 

 BT Response 60 Answering Machine. 
 Panasonic Plain Paper FAX with 

Answering Machine. 
 Overhead Projector. 
 A number of ‗First Steps‘ leaflets and 

ages birthday cards. 
Contact Barbara in the District Office for details. 
First come – first served! 
 

"Methodism is bigger than we think", 
says Laurence Wareing 
 

It was a privilege to be at the   
recent re-launch of Methodism‘s 
charity for children and young 
people, Action for Children – 
formerly NCH.  
 
The new name, we were told, more 

accurately describes the remarkable range of work 
that the charity undertakes and which, until now, 
has not been as well known to the general public 
as it might be. A fresh start and a renewal of the 
charity‘s commitment were called for.  
 
At the same time, it is clear that Action for Children 
has no intention of throwing off its past. The charity 
simply wouldn‘t be here, it was said, but for the 
Christian vision of the Methodist Church. The 
charity takes its Methodist heritage very seriously 
and continues to enact Methodist values in support 
of some of society‘s most vulnerable young people.  
 
But not only has Action for Children inherited its 
drive and ethos from Methodist roots – it also gives 
much back to the Methodist Church, for to know 
and understand the work of Action for Children is 
to know and understand more fully what the 
Methodist Church stands for.  
 
At their strongest and most indicative of God‘s will, 
Methodists are involved in every aspect of social 
and political life. You can get a glimpse of this from 
the range of stories here in Momentum. Not only 
Action for Children but all Momentum‘s supporting 
organisations – Action for Children, MHA, LWPT, 
the Methodist Relief and Development Fund and 
Methodist Insurance – form part of the broad 
Methodist ―family‖. They, together with local 
churches, Connexional initiatives and worldwide 
relationships, echo the insistence of John Wesley, 
Methodism‘s founder, that faith and action should 
be carefully balanced.  
 
If we lose our thankfulness for what Action for 
Children and Methodism‘s other partner 
organisations do on our behalf, then a vital 
element of our Methodist vision will forever be 
impaired.  
 
 
Laurence Wareing (Editor) 

For the Momentum Editorial Group  
Email: editor.momentum@methodistchurch.org.uk 
or write c/o Methodist Church House  

 

Momentum – your local stories 
needed! 
 
Momentum contains a great many items of news 
and stories of good news and partnership. Now 
that the magazine is produced online, these are all 
available to be reproduced in local websites, 
newsletters and magazines. This is a resource 
very specifically designed for use at local church 
level. 
 
In addition to a full edition of Momentum now 
appearing three times in the year, we are also 
planning to produce a monthly update page – 
giving you and your colleagues the opportunity to 
submit short news stories at any time. 
 
Laurence Wareing (Editor, Momentum) 
  
w. www.methodist.org.uk/momentum 
e. editor.momentum@methodistchurch.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:editor.momentum@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentogod.content&cmid=15
http://www.methodist.org.uk/momentum
mailto:editor.momentum@methodistchurch.org.uk

