September 2016 Synod highlights

Synod took place at Stowmarket High School on Saturday 17th September 2016.  Our District Chair, Rev. Julian Pursehouse, welcomed us to Synod.  The theme for the day was Holiness and Mission.  The Superintendent of the Bury St Edmunds Circuit, Rev. Debbie Borda, added her welcome to the Bury St Edmunds Circuit and particularly to Stowmarket itself.  Those Ministers new to the District were welcomed and we also welcomed our ecumenical observer Father John who later sang a one verse hymn to us he had written based on Rev. Catherine Dixon’s excellent report from Methodist Conference. 

Opening worship

The readings were Acts 7 v 59 to Acts 8 v 40 (including Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch) and Matthew 25 v 31-41.  The address was given by Rev. Dr Jane Leach.  Jane referred to the President and Vice President having a theme of Holiness and Justice.  We have Holiness and Mission and mission comes from the Latin word meaning sending (the final act of a communion service is sending the faithful out into the world).  Jane used a John Wesley quote which referred to the rich seldom visiting the poor.  We need to let ourselves be sent somewhere where there is need (in our community or beyond).  People need to see the transformative power of love through God at work.  However, it may “cost” us to be “Good News”.  God uses people differently, including some to “gossip the good news”.  We shared Holy Communion.

General business / appointments

Dispensations and apologies were read out and it was agreed to send letters to various people.  .    
We took as read those appointments shown in the Synod Directory.  Julian mentioned that Rev. Barbara Garwood has been appointed as a second Deputy Chair and her experience in the District will be invaluable.  David Ingham and Rev. Briant Smith were appointed as joint convenors of the District Mediation Team.  We still need a Norfolk and Waveney District Ecumenical Officer.  Michael Peck, who had kindly volunteered that morning, was appointed as All We Can representative.  Geoff Best was appointed as the lay person reserve for the District Chair’s Nomination Committee.

We thanked Barbara George for her work as District Travel Fund Administrator and Richard Dunn was appointed in her place.  The signatories for the Travel Fund account were also agreed.  We said farewell and thanks to Rosemary Anderson who has been the Lay Employees Training Coordinator.  A replacement is still being sought.  Dr Yasmin Finch (Rev. Matt’s wife) introduced herself as our new District Mission Enabler and she looks forward to meeting people and seeing how she can help.          

Representatives to Conference

The following had already been elected by previous Synods - Rev. Jenny Pathmarajah, Rev. Kathy Flynn and Sarah Aitchison for one more year and Hazel Miles and Rev. Catherine Dixon for two more years.  Deacon Julie Hudson was elected for one year (there being no other nomination).  Chris Finbow was elected as a lay representative for three years (with Ros Peedle being the reserve).  The Synod Secretary will attend as one of the lay representatives (as previously agreed). 

Conference 2016
Feedback from this was given by Rev. Catherine Dixon.  She referred to the copy of the Conference Digest given to everyone and urged us to read it.  Catherine included the following in her report:

· The induction of the new President and Vice President – Rev. Roger Walton and Rachel Lampard.

· Wesley House Class of 2016 Ordinands – both joyful and sad.

· Worship is part of the business of Conference.

· Silence instead of a sermon – a powerful moment.

· God’s “worthship” and our worship – Methodist worship can fall short of what we aim for.  What enables worship to be God bearing?  Who is responsible when worship touches neither the heights nor depths and fails to provide spiritual nourishment?  We all collectively need to take responsibility for our worship.

· The Bishop of Liverpool’s apology for any bruises Methodists have known as a result of the Church of England.  The purpose of the Covenant is to enable more people to know Jesus and ensure there is more justice in the world.  

· Diaconate interim report – what it means to be a religious order – a big question.  Should the order be opened to others or not compulsory for diaconal ministry? 

· Marriage and relationships task group report – definition of marriage will be revisited but not necessarily changed.

· 3Generate – wonderful me, wonderful church, wonderful world and wonderfully prophetic.

· Chilcott report happening opposite Conference and Conference issued a statement.

· Safety pin campaign – standing together against racism.

· Concern at expansion of benefit sanctions – one person can make a difference (a deacon organised badges).

· Next President and Vice President are both women – Rev. Lorraine Mellor and Jill Baker.

· Reflections from the Secretary of Conference – we are all “the Connexion”.

· Conversation about work of God in this place should be on our agendas.

· Catherine gave us various things to ponder – do we think we are the Connexion?  How do we deploy our resources as a Circuit and District?  Our task is to worship God and proclaim the Gospel.

· Extracts from the President’s address on Holiness.  Also his parable of the pumpkin patch – pumpkin (or District) to make a coach fit for a prince!

· Mission as a place of holiness – a rewrite of the beatitudes – being in the right place.

· Extracts from the Vice President’s address – oceans of justice and rivers of fairness.

· Holiness and justice booklet was commended to all.  To do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with God.     

· Vice President’s Romanesco broccoli – each part is a replica of the whole thing. 

District Groups 

There were written reports from the Policy Committee, Learning and Caring Group (Sabbaticals, MWiB, World Church Action Team and Under 19s), Service Group (MHA, Action for children, Public issues and District Rural Officers) and Administration Group (who to approach for a grant).  There was also a Safeguarding report.  John Hull, Evangelism Group Coordinator, referred to the information collected at a previous Synod on the various mission initiatives across the District.  Now our District website is finally up and running (mainly thanks to Rev. Andrew Maguire) John is collecting updated information.  

Shaun Cushion, District Treasurer, explained that he had inherited an assessment calculation method agreed for three years and this is the final one.  To review the calculation method is a big piece of work and he would like for 2017-18 to stick with the same method.  This was agreed by Synod.  New proposals will hopefully be brought to the Synod in September 2017.  Shaun has also finally managed to get the District banking into the 21st Century so he can pay expenses electronically and this will be the method of choice but cheques can still be written.

Geoff Best explained that the dates of the study days for Local Preachers and Worship Leaders are out and plugged the District Local Preachers’ weekend on 3rd to 5th March 2017.

Workshops

The main session in the afternoon was taken up by workshops.  Attendees had been invited in advance to choose one from the following:

· Café worship – Rev. Matt Finch

· Meeting the disadvantaged – Rev. Sharon Willimott

· New approaches to church – Rev. Simon Oliver

· Outreach spirituality – Rev. Jacqui Horton

· Rural Mission – Rev. Andrew Sankey

· Valuing age – Rev. Catherine Dixon

DMLN update

Ann Howlett-Foster thanked the Workshop leaders.  She had put a tin of mission ideas in each Circuit box.  There were also DMLN leaflets on the seats.  Ann reminded us who is in the DMLN team and mentioned some of the events in the leaflet such as Encounter.  Updated material for Safeguarding is now available.  Bible month in 2017 will focus on the book of James.  Ann referred to the Positive Working Together report and gave plugs for 3Generate and the DMLN e-news.

Rev. Catherine Dixon gave an update on Wesley House, Cambridge and invited members of Synod to come next April (at lunchtime on Synod day) and see it in all its glory – tours will be arranged (and a longer lunch break to accommodate them).  The 2017 Easter School which is aimed at Local Preachers and Worship Leaders will be about “anticipating Easter”.  Wesley House has its free online journal “Holiness”.

Miscellaneous

Deacon Ian Murray gave an insight into where the offertory was going.  The Methodist Ministers Children’s Association fund supports ministerial families where there is adult dependent family.  
Aileen Fox referred to the fact that her daughter is speaking in Central Norfolk on the blockade of a Palestinian village and is also involved in an exhibition at Hinde Street Methodist Church and asked for our prayers as some people are being difficult about it. 

Thanks and closing devotions
Rev. Colin Smith gave a word of thanks to the Bury St Edmunds Circuit and to the arrangers of Synod.  Reference was made to the excellent Conference Reflections.  Some people would have liked to attend more than one workshop and it is hoped that their leaders would provide notes or engage in some other way if people express an interest - perhaps they could even come to your Circuit.  The closing worship was based on Micah v1-8 and included singing, video and prayer.                     

                                                                                                               Susan Eldridge - Assistant Synod Secretary
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